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the Department of Agriculture; to control proprietary medicines and the importa­
tion and exportation of habit-forming drugs such as morphine, cocaine, etc.; to 
care for lepers and to co-operate with the provinces with a view to preserving and 
improving the public health. The following various Divisions of the Department of 
Health, existing prior to the merger, are still maintained. 

Q u a r a n t i n e Division.—This Division of the Department has for its object 
the prevention of the entry into the country of major infectious diseases from ocean­
going ships. Quarantine stations are therefore in operation at the several maritime 
ports. Every vessel coming from abroad is inspected and passengers or crews who 
are found to be suffering from infectious disease, together with contacts, are re­
moved to the quarantine station after the principles laid down in the Convention 
of Paris, 1926. 

I m m i g r a t i o n Medical Division.—This Division is charged with the medical 
examination and care of immigrants. With this end in view there has been placed 
in Great Britain, Ireland, and on the continent of Europe a staff of Canadian 
doctors, whose duty is to examine all intending emigrants to Canada prior to their 
embarkation. This arrangement obviates the expense, discomfort, disappointment 
and hardship occurring hitherto whenever it becomes necessary to deport, on account 
of physical or mental disability, immigrants who have made the journey across the 
ocean to Canada. 

Leprosy.—For many years there have been in operation in Canada two laza­
rettos for the treatment of leprosy, one at Tracadie, N.B., and the other at Bentinck 
island, B.C. These are under the direction of the Department. 

Mar ine Hospi ta ls ' Division.—This Division provides medical and surgical 
attendance and such other treatment as may be required to all sick and injured 
mariners arriving at Canadian ports and belonging to vessels that pay sick mariners' 
dues, in conformity with Part V of the Canada Shipping Act. 

Division of San i t a ry Engineer ing.—The activities normally handled under 
Public Health Engineering include the administration of the Public Works Health 
Act, which is concerned with the health of men on construction works, canals, 
railways and other forms of public works. 

By agreement with the U.S. Public Health Service, this Branch investigates 
and reports on sources of water supplies for use aboard common carriers in inter­
national and interprovincial traffic between Canada and the United States. Special 
investigations and reports are made regarding pollution of the International Boundary 
waters in conjunction with representatives of the U.S. Public Health Service. 
Supervision of water supplies of common carriers on the inland waters of Canada 
and in international and interprovincial traffic is another function. This Branch 
co-operates with other Dominion Departments re sanitation in National Parks 
and summer camps on Dominion lands and allied matters; with the American 
Railway Association regarding regulations on sanitation; with the Provincial Health 
Departments and the U.S. Public Health Service for the certification of water 
supplies of common carriers in interprovincial and international traffic. 

Propr ie tary or P a t e n t Medicine Division.—This Division operates to give 
the public a reasonably safe and truthfully labelled proprietary medicine supply. 
Registration of all secret formula non-pharmacopceial medicines for human use is 


